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GEOGRAPHICAL  SITUATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


'I'he  Rural  District  of  Atherstone  lies  practically  in  the  centre  of 
England  in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  of  Warwickshire.  High 
ground  rises  to  the  west  forming  a lovely  range  of  hills,  in  places  about 
500  feet  in  height. 

The  busy  trunk  road  known  as  Watling  Street  (A5)  passes  through 
the  town  of  .Atherstone  and  the  middle  of  the  rural  district,  as  also  does 
the  main  London-Crewc  railway  line. 

Atherstone  is  of  great  antiquity.  Indisputable  evidence  of  Roman 
a.ssociation  has  been  discovered  from  time  to  time.  At  the  beginning  of 
Norman  times  .Atherstone  appears  to  have  been  well  established,  and 
was  entered  in  the  Domesday  Hook  as  Aderstone. 

.Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

'I'he  interests  of  .Atherstone  have  always  been  industrial,  commercial 
and  agricultural.  Coal  mining  and  hat  manufacturing  are  the  principal 
industries,  whilst  there  are  also  brick,  pipe  and  tile  works,  engineering 
works  and  other  minor  industries.  Splendid  opportunities  exist  for 
the  introductuin  of  new  as  well  as  the  extension  of  some  of  the  industries. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 


Atherstone. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Atherstone  Rural 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  is  my  fifth  annual  report. 

The  death  rate  this  year  at  8.96  per  1,000  of  the  population  is  the 
lowest  death  rate  ever  recorded  in  the  .Atherstone  Rural  District. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  country  our  birth  rate  is  still  falling,  though  it 
is  still  higher  than  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  birth 
rate  for  .Atherstone  Rural  District  is  16.7  per  1,000  population  whilst 
that  for  England  and  Wales  is  15.8  per  1,000  population. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  it  is 
still  below  the  average  for  the  previous  four  years  that  I have  been  Medi- 
cal Ofiicer  of  Health.  ’The  rate  for  Atherstone  Rural  District  is  30.3 
per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  29.8  for  England  and  Wales  and 
29.4  for  148  smaller  towns,  whilst  the  average  for  Atherstone  over  the 
previous  four  years  was  35.60. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  this  year,  and  there  has  been  one 
tleath  from  this  cause  each  year  since  my  term  of  office  commenced, 
except  in  1949,  when  there  were  no  deaths.  The  average  maternal 
death  rate  for  the  five  years  1946-1950  inclusive  is  1.79  per  1,000  live 
births,  whilst  for  the  proceeding  five  years,  *1941— 1945  the  average 
death  rate  was  3.69. 

The  “wear  and  tear”  of  life  is  a big  factor  in  the  production  of 
heart  disease  and  the  allied  diseases  of  the  vascular  and  circulatory 

systems.  It  is  noteworthy  that  disease  of  these  systems  (f.e.,  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels)  has  caused  death  in  89  cases  out  of  a total  of  206 
deaths. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  have  occurred  this  year.  This  demonstrates 
the  efficiency  of  diphtheria  immunisation. 

1 want  to  thank  Mr.  Acton  and  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  loyal  support  and  assistance,  and  also  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARK  BRADFORD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
Area  in  acres  , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 ,897 


Population,  census,  1921  . . 

Population,  census,  1931  . . 

Intercensal  increase  in  population 
Population  (mid-year  estimate)  1950 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (V.L.  January,  1951) 
Density  of  population,  i.e.,  number  of  persons  per  acre 
Rateable  value  of  District 
Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  . . 

Excess  of  males  over  females  (at  Census) 


. . 20,982 

..  21,869 

887 

. . 23,700 

6,443 
1950  1.08 

• • , ;C406 

531 


Parish  Population,  1931  Census — 
Parish 
Ansley 
Atherstone 
Baddesley  Ensor 
Baxterley 
Bentley 
Caldecote 
Grendon 

Hartshill  . . . . 

Mancetter 

Merevale 

Oldbury 

Polesworth 

VITAL  STATISTICS— 

Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Birth-rate 

Comparability  Factor 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 
Neo-Natal  Deaths 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate 
Still-births 

Rate  per  1000  births. . 
Deaths 
Death-rate 
Correction  Factor 
Corrected  Death-rate 
Infant  deaths 
Legitimate  . . 

Illegitimate 
Infant  mortality  rate . . 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1059 

1012 

2071 

3085 

3160 

6245 

843 

760 

1603 

215 

193 

408 

139 

118 

257 

84 

49 

133 

644 

612 

1256 

1292 

1250 

2542 

353 

349 

702 

42 

60 

102 

37 

47 

84 

3407 

3059 

6466 

21,869 

Male 

Female 

Total 

214 

182 

396 

204 

173 

377 

10 

9 

19 

16.71 

1.02 

17.04 

3 

3 

6 

3 

3 

6 

15.15 

2 

5 

7 

17.7 

116 

90 

206 

8.69 

1.11 

9.65 

6 

6 

12 

6 

6 

12 

30.30 

31.83 
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No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth — 


From  sepsis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

From  other  causes  . . . . . . . . 1 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . . . 0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . 1 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  Rural  District  was  396, 
214  of  the  children  were  males  and  182  females. 

'The  number  r)f  illegitimate  births  registered  was  19. 

A proportion  of  the  mothers  seek  admission  to  neighbouring  hos- 
pitals for  their  confinement. 

'I’he  birth-rate  for  the  year  is  16.71  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 
and  is  thus  higher  than  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  (15.8 
per  1000).  In  148  smaller  towns  of  comparable  populations  the  birth 
rate  was  16.7  per  1 000.  ( )iir  birth  rate  is  the  lowest  recorded  since  1 943. 


DE/VmS 

’I’he  number  of  deaths  registereil  during  the  year  was  206,  giving 
a death  rate  of  8.69  per  1000  of  the  |iopulation.  The  lowest  death-rate 
ever  recoriled  in  our  rural  district.  The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of 
hinglaiul  ami  Wales  was  I 1 .6  per  1 000  ai\d  for  the  148  smaller  towns 
11.6  per  1000. 

The  diseases  which  have  been  especially  active  in  adding  to  the 
number  of  deaths  are 


1949 

1950 

I liseases  of  the  heart  and  blood-vessels 

73 

56 

.Ml  forms  ol  tuberculosis 

8 

11 

Cancer 

42 

27 

Cerebral  haanorrhage 

26 

33 

Pneumonia 

21 

13 

Bronchitis 

— 

14 

Death  due  to  violence  or  suicide 

7 

7 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  FOR  d’HE  YEAR  OF  1950 


Causes  of  Death  Male 

1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . . . . . 8 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . . . . . . . 1 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . . . . . . 0 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  . . . . . . • • 0 

8.  Measles  . . . . • • • • • • • • 0 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . . . 0 
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Female 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Causes  of  Death  Male  Female 


10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

3 

2 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

2 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

0 

5 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

0 

0 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

7 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes  . . 

0 

2 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

20 

13 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

0 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

12 

14 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

3 

22. 

Influenza  . . 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

11 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

9 

5 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

0 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

0 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

0 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

3 

0 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . 

12 

14 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  aceidents  . . 

4 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

0 

35. 

Suicide 

0 

0 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 
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BIRTH  RATE,  DEATH  RATE  AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY 
IN  ATHERSTONE,  1943  to  1950. 


Year  

Registrar  Gen- 
eral’s estimate 

1943  1944  1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

of  population 

21,940  21,810  21,670 

22,310  22,510 

22,370 

23,710 

23,700 

No.  of  Births 

424  464  460 

487 

466 

452 

428 

396 

Birth  Rate 

19.3  21.2  21.2 

21.8 

20.7 

19.3 

18.1 

16.71 

No.  of  Deaths 
Gross  Death 

213  239  210 

241 

229 

222 

233 

206 

Rate 

Infantile  Mor- 

9.7  10.9  9.7 

10.8 

10.2 

9.5 

9.8 

8.7 

tality  per  1000  49.5  40.9  45.7 

Birth  Rate  (Average  5 yrs.) 

Death  Rate  (Average  5 yrs.) 

Infantile  Mortality  (Average 
5 yrs.) . . 

47.2  38.6 

2o".84 

10.26 

44.38 

28.8 

28.0 

30.3 
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INQUESTS 


No.  of  sudden  deaths  reported  to  Coroner 

. • 

. * 

19 

No.  of  Inquests 

7 

No.  of  Post-Mortem  examinations 

6 

Certified  cause  of  death — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

a.  Natural  causes  . . 

8 

6 

14 

b.  Misadventure 

1 

0 

1 

c.  Suicide  whilst  of  unsound  mind 

0 

0 

0 

d.  Found  drowned 

0 

0 

0 

e.  .Accidental 

2 

1 

3 

/.  Stillborn 

0 

1 

1 

11 

8 

19 

INI-AN'r  WEU-ARE 

There  are  centres  at  Hartshill,  Atherstone,  Dordon  and  Polesworth. 
Kadi  centre  is  managed  by  a C'ommittcc  of  ladies  who  give  their  services 
and  time  to  the  work.  Tlie  ('minty  Health  Visitor  and  local  Maternity 
Nurses  are  present.  A medical  man  attends  every  other  w'eek. 


INKKC'l'IOUS 


DISEASES 


The  following  are  the  mimhers  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notitied  by  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 


Scarlet  I'ever 
Diphtheria 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 
Whooping  Cough  . . 
Measles 
'Pvphoid  Eever 
Meningococcal  Infection 
.Acute  poliomyelitis — 
Paralytie 
Non-paralytic 
Acute  encephalitis.  . 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Food  poisoning 


Male 

Female 

Total 

11 

11 

22 

0 

0 

0 

24 

22 

46 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

12 

21 

158 

134 

292 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

209 

182 

391 

The  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  from  a hospital  to  which 
the  patient  had  been  removed.  The  typhi-murium  B.  was  isolated. 
No  other  cases  occurred  w ithin  our  district.  The  source  of  the  infection 
could  not  be  traced. 
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Cases  of  Diphtheria  and  serious  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  treated 
in  the  Coventry  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Ministry  of  Health  meets 
the  cost  of  treatment  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


MALES 

FEMALES 

1 

Year  Ending  Dec.  31st, 
1950 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

Pul- 

monary 

Non- 

Pul- 

monary 

TOTAL 

(fl)  Number  of  cases  on  Reg- 
ister at  beginning  of  year 

69 

48 

21 

151 

b)  Number  of  cases  notified 
under  Regulations  of 
1930  for  first  time  in  year 

10 

1 

8 

4 

23 

(c)  Number  of  cases  re- 
stored to  Register 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

{d)  Number  of  cases  added 
to  Register  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notifi- 
cation 

(e)  Number  of  cases  re- 
moved from  Register 
during  the  year  . . 

9 

2 

1 

15 

(/)  Number  of  cases  re- 
maining on  Register  on 
31st  Dec. 

70 

12 

53 

24 

159 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Atherstone. 


July,  1951. 


To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on 
my  part  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department. 

As  usual,  a great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  in  having  property 
defects  remedied  and  works  of  alteration  and  improvement  carried  out 
to  sub-standard  houses.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings 
in  any  case,  but  statutory  notices  had  to  follow  informal  action  in  55 
instances.  A list  of  works  ilone  following  action  from  the  Department 
concludes  this  Report. 

As  regards  housing,  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  lodger-applicants 
is  a true  indication  that  the  position  is  now  improving,  hhirther 
reduction  should  occur  in  1951  as  a result  of  the  Ministry  increasing 
our  house  allocation  from  90  to  160. 

.After  adoption  of  the  I'ood  Handling  Byelaws,  a true  and  sustained 
effort  was  made  to  bring  about  improvements  where  necessary  in  food 
preparing  rooms  and  shops.  These  efforts  were  not  without  results. 
It  must  not,  however,  be  thought  that  the  kood  and  Drugs  Act  and 
these  Byelaws  give  powers  to  altogether  prevent  the  sale  of  contaminated 
food,  or  to  absolutely  prevent  the  contamination  of  food.  One  very 
obvious  example  seen  not  only  in  our  area,  but  also  nationally,  is  the 
sale  of  “overspill”  and  “drip”  beer.  In  Atherstone  District  we  have 
73  licensed  premises  ; one  for  every  324  of  the  population.  Everyone 
should  realise  that  “overspill”  beer  is  liable  to  gross  contarnination  and 
that  the  dangers  of  spread  of  infections  from  its  consumption  are  very 
real.  Contamination  arises  principally  from  the  re-filling  on  request  of 
customers’  glasses  without  first  washing.  In  putting  a “head”  on  tlie 
beer  there  is  a flow  over  the  fouled  edges  and  outside  of  the  glass  and 
over  the  server’s  fingers.  In  small  licenced  houses  “overspill”  beer  is 
collected  in  jugs  or  containers  placed  in  the  drip  trough  below  the  taps 
and  is  re-served  in  varying  ways.  Larger  premises  are  generally 
equipped  with  a more  labour  saving  method  of  collecting  and  serving  it. 
I,  personally,  consider  that  the  sale  of  “overspill”  beer  should  be  made 
illegal.  Certainly,  sooner  or  later  it  will  be,  and  the  sooner,  the  better. 
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The  economic  considerations  attached  to  the  prevention  of  the  sale 
of  “overspill”  are  not  the  business  of  public  health  administrators. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  some  enlightened  Club  Committees  make  allowances 
to  their  stewards  for  the  actual  measured  quantity  of  “overspill”  and 
waste  beer  accruing  on  their  premises.  Publicans,  however,  do  not 
receive  credit  for  returning  “overspill”  beer  to  their  brewers.  If  they 
did  its  sale  would  virtually  cease.  Obviously,  a publican  cannot  afford 
to  throw  his  l/2d.  a pint  “overspill”  down  the  drain. 

The  numerous  other  duties  of  the  Department  need  no  comment 
beyond  the  sections  allotted  in  the  Report. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  the  help  and  consideration  they  have  given.  I 
would  particularly  like  to  thank  Mr.  Margoschis,  your  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  efficient  work  and  aid  and  the  staff  of  the 
Department  for  their  assistance  and  efforts. 

Commending  this  Report  to  your  notice. 

I.  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

SYDNEY  B.  ACTON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

HOUSING 

Considerable  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  property 
included  in  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  since  that  Survey  was  completed 
in  June,  1947.  During  the  past  year  further  action  was  taken  pursuing 
the  requirements  of  the  Council  that  all  houses  shall  have  a supply  of 
water  laid  in,  and  separate  sanitary  accommodation.  The  effect  of 
this  work  can  be  seen  clearly  by  comparing  the  figures  in  lines  A and  B 
of  Table  A (to  be  found  at  the  rear  of  the  report).  Line  “A”  is  a copy 
of  the  original  Rural  Housing  Survey,  giving  the  conditions  throughout 
the  district  immediately  following  the  end  of  the  war,  while  line  “B” 
gives  the  figures  revised  to  shew  the  position  as  revised  up  to  the  31st 
December  1950,  in  respect  of  the  houses  originally  covered  by  the 
survey.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of  houses  from  5051  to  5046  is 
due  to  the  demolition,  or  closing,  of  5 houses.  All  new  Council  Houses, 
and  new  Private  Houses  of  less  than  f\()  rateable  value,  constructed 
between  June,  1947  and  December,  1950  are  included  in  line  “C”, 
bringing  the  number  of  houses  included  up  to  5604. 

Table  B gives  similar  information  with  regard  to  each  particular 
Parish. 

During  the  period  June,  1947  to  December,  1950,  new  closet 
accommodation  has  been  provided  at  215  houses,  158  of  these  are  water 
closets,  the  remaining  57  are  pail  closets,  which  have  to  take  the  place  of 
W.C.s  where  no  suitable  sewerage  is  available.  These  new  closets, 
besides  reducing  the  number  of  undesirable  joint  closets,  have  also 
replaced  61  privies  and  20  waste-water-closets,  which  are  equally  un- 
desirable. These  latter  81  closets  were  already  separate,  so  that  the 
actual  increase  in  separate  closet  accommodation  is  134.  Well  over  80 
per  cent,  of  the  houses  covered  by  the  revised  Survey  have  seoarato 
accommodation . 
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During  the  same  period  water  has  been  laid  into  167  houses,  9 of 
which  previously  had  no  mains  water  supply,  and  the  remaining  158 
had  a supply  either  from  a communal  standpipe  or  a tap  in  the  wash- 
house. No  less  than  87.8  per  cent,  of  the  houses  now  have  a supply  of 
water  laid  into  the  house. 

The  provision  of  sinks  is  coupled  with  the  supply  of  water.  At 
170  houses  sinks  were  provided  in  either  the  kitchen  or  scullery,  of  these 
13  had  previously  had  no  sink  and  in  the  remaining  cases  the  sinks  had 
been  situated  in  outside  wash-houses.  Over  92  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
now  have  sinks  within  the  house. 

I'he  Rural  Housing  Survey,  which  was  completed  in  June,  1947, 
shewed  that  of  5,051  houses  of  ,(^16  and  under  rateable  value,  1,906 
(37%)  were  fit  in  all  respects.  Of  these,  708  houses  were  owned  by  the 
Council.  1.351  (26.8%)  were  suffering  minor  defects.  1.277  (24.3%) 
were  in  need  of  extensive  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement 
and  567  (11.2%)  were  classified  to  be  demolished. 

MILK  SUPPLIES  AND  DAIRIES 

On  tlie  1st  October,  1949,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  /\ct,  1944,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  took 
from  local  authorities  the  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  and  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  production.  Local  sanitary 
authorities  are  left  with  duties  in  the  distribution  of  the  milk,  super- 
vision of  dairies  other  than  those  at  farms  and  the  c.xercise  of  measures 
to  protect  public  health. 

Our  register  under  the  Act  and  Regulations  contains  the  following  : — 


Milk  Distributors  ..  ..  ..  ..  21 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Supplementary  Pasteurised  Licences  . . 2 

Supplementary  Sterilised  Licences  . . 1 

Dealers’ Pasteurised  Licences  ..  ..  2 

Dealers’  Sterilised  Licences  . . . . 1 

Dealers’  T.’l'.  Licences  . . . . . . 2 

Dealers’ Accredited  Licences  ..  ..  4 


During  the  year  24  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratories  at  Coventry.  19  of  these  gave  satisfactory  results. 
Of  five  not  conforming  to  requirements,  three  were  produced  outside 
our  District. 

Distributors  generally  keep  their  dairies  and  milk  utensils  in  clean 
and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  County  Council  submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  biological 
examination  45  samples  of  Accredited  and  Non-graded  Milk.  Two  of 
these  were  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  baccilli.  Two  tuberculin 
tested  milk  samples  were  likewise  submitted.  Both  gave  negative  results. 
In  the  two  positive  cases  the  milk  was  diverted  for  heat  treatment  and 
the  distributor  found  alternative  fit  supplies  until  the  affected  cow/s  in 
the  herds  had  been  removed  and  the  supplies  certified  clear. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

In  1950  arrangements  were  made  with  a neighbouring  borough  for 
a supply  of  main  water  to  one  of  our  Parishes  of  some  34  properties 
which  had  previously  no  main  supply.  The  whole  of  the  District  is 
now  served  by  Council  main  water.  This  Council  draws  its  supplies 
from  three  deep  wells  and  bore  holes  and  from  one  of  the  local  collieries. 
The  water  is  pumped  to  a series  of  reservoirs  from  which  it  gravitates. 

New  automatic  chlorination  plants  which  were  placed  on  order  in 
December,  1949,  were  fixed  at  the  three  pumping  stations  during  1950. 
Several  samples  of  the  Council  mam  water  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  on  each  occasion  the  Public  ^Analysts  reported  that  bacteriological 
results  were  satisfactory  and  that  the  water  was  chemically  pure  and  fit 
for  use  as  a public  supply. 

Spring  water  serving  four  houses  was  sampled  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination.  After  the  results  were  received  steps  were 
taken  and  main  water  was  laid  on  to  the  four  houses. 

Nine  samples  of  well  water  were  also  submitted  to  the  Analyst.  All 
the  results  were  unsatisfactory.  In  seven  cases  the  wells  were  dis-used 
and  Council  main  water  laid  in  to  the  houses.  In  the  other  tw'o  instances 
main  water  was  not  available  and  the  cottage  tenants  were  advised  to 
boil  all  water  before  use  for  drinking,  until  main  water  can  be  provided. 

Twelve  samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  were 
taken  of  a private  well  water-supplying  some  eighty  houses  and  properties 
in  one  estate.  Sulphide  of  iron,  which  is  not  usual  in  drinking  water, 
was  present  and  was  investigated  as  far  as  possible — samples  also  being 
taken  down  the  well.  It  was  decided  to  treat  the  matter  urgently  and 
lay  on  Council  main  water  to  some  76  houses.  This  was  done  by 
providing  most  of  the  houses  with  new  service  pipes. 

Further  investigations  into  the  quality  of  this  well  water  are  to  be 
continued  and  provided  it  can  be  established  to  be  satisfactory,  it  would 
be  desirable  in  view'  of  our  commitments  and  the  ever-increasing  demand 
for  water,  to  take  over  the  well,  equip  with  new  machinery  and  chlorin- 
ation plant. 

SELECTION  OF  TENANTS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

By  1939  the  Council  had  erected  708  houses  ; none  were  built  during 
the  war-years,  neither  was  the  number  affected  by  war  damage.  At  the 
31st  March,  1950,  the  Council  had  completed  a further  565  houses, 
making  the  total  occupied  Council  houses  1,273,  and  another  127  houses 
(including  10  Duplex  houses)  were  approved  or  under  construction 
at  that  date. 

In  September,  1949,  the  Council  adopted  a Points  Scheme,  which 
closely  follows  the  model  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee. 

1 his  Points  Scheme  is  used  only  to  throw  up  those  applicants  whose 
housing  need  is  greatest,  and  in  this  respect  it  has  some  measure  of 
success,  but  as  no  numerical  system  for  describing  so  many  varying  con- 
ditions could  be  infallible,  the  Scheme  has  been  found  to  have  short- 
comings. In  practice,  when  selecting  tenants  for  a batch  of  houses, 
those  applicants  with  the  highest  numbers  of  points  are  extracted  for 
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investigation,  but  also  all  other  applications  are  carefully  examined 
and  those  who  might  possibly  be  selected  are  included  in  the 
Committee  short-list.  Those  short-listed  applicants  are  then 
visited  and  individual  reports  made  up  on  the  circumstances  of  their 
accommodation  and  details  relevant  thereto.  The  resulting  information 
placed  before  the  Tenants  Selection  Committee,  together  with  points 
assessment,  fonns  a generally  sound  foundation  for  decisions. 

The  Council  shew  themselves  to  be  anxious  to  allot  the  houses  in 
the  fairest  pt)ssible  way.  In  order  that  no  favouritism  can  be  shewn 
they  decided  that  code  numbers  should  be  used  instead  of  names 
at  the  Selection  Committee,  thereby  to  further  ensure  selection  on 
need  alone. 

In  adopting  the  Points  Scheme  the  Council  did  not  undertake  that 
applicants  with  the  highest  numbers  of  points  would  necessarily  be 
allocated  a house  before  other  applicants  with  a lower  number  of  points. 

The  number  of  cases  on  a short-list  before  a Committee  is  usually 
about  three  times  the  number  of  houses  to  be  let  on  that  occasion. 
'The  Chairman  of  the  1 lousing  Committee  and  myself  are  responsible 
for  making  up  each  short-list. 

'Phe  list  of  applicants  is  continually  being  brought  up-to-date  by 
the  removal  of  dead  applications  and  hy  new  applications  being  requested 
every  two  years  or  so  from  all  persons  still  in  the  lists. 

In  January,  1949,  we  had  727  applicants  for  Council  houses  ; 536 
of  the.se  hail  not  a home  of  their  own.  In  January,  1951,  there  were  720 
applicants,  of  whom  459  were  living  in  lodgings. 

In  December,  1950,  all  applicants  in  the  lists  had  been  invited  to 
make  new  applications  if  they  still  desired  houses  and  this,  apart  from 
the  prior  removal  of  all  those  housed  by  the  Council  and  others  whose 
applications  we  knew  hail  become  redundant,  served  to  cut  out  other 
dead  wood.  Unless  waiting-li.sts  are  revised  in  this  manner,  it  is  my 
experience  that  an  annual  overstatement  of  at  least  ten  per  cent,  of  housing 
need  arises,  for  few  people  withdraw  an  application,  once  made. 

'I'hc  numbers  of  newly  married  applicants  yearly  has  so  far  out- 
weighed our  annual  allocation  of  houses  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
'I'here  has  been,  so  far,  no  opportunity  of  dealing  with  even  the  worst 
of  our  570  unlit  houses. 


llOl'Sk:  KKFUSE  COLLEC'l'ION 

House  refuse  collection  is  carrieil  out  in  all  our  Parishes.  Iwelve 
areas  are  under  direct  labour,  whilst  the  Parish  of  Atherstone  is  served 
by  a Contractor,  the  Council  providing  the  refuse  vehicle. 

Of  vehicles,  we  have  four  S.D.  Freighters,  one  1946,  tw’o  1948  and 
one  1950,  and  a 1938  Morris-Commercial  tanker  conversion. 

The  district  being  largely  urbanised  and  including  coal  mining  as 
the  principal  industry,  the  composition  of  house  refuse  varies  eon- 
siderably  from  Parish  to  Parish. 

For  refuse  collection  purposes  the  two  heaviest  Parishes  are  Poles- 
worth  and  Dordon,  where  we  have  average  10  cu.  yd.  test  weighings 
of  3 tons  4 cwts. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  numbers  of  houses  cleared  of  refuse, 
pails,  privy-middens  and  dry  pits  emptied  ; the  numbers  of  loads  of 
ashes  used  for  covering  purposes  and  the  numbers  of  loads  taken  to  the 
tips  by  the  direct  labour  collection  service. 


Year 

Houses 

Cleared 

Pails 

Privies 

Ashpits 

Covering 

Ashes 

Total 

Loads 

1950 

152,574 

19,558 

26 

15 

138 

2,787 

1949 

115,296 

13,956 

22 

22 

120 

1.622 

1948 

91,665 

7,260 

34 

25 

150 

1,517 

1947 

74,781 

5,826 

50 

44 

61 

1,282 

From  the  above  it  is  seen  how  refuse  collection  by  direct  labour 
has  gro\\m  since  the  end  of  1946  when  your  Health  Department  took 
over  the  service.  At  that  time  house  refuse  was  collected  from  one  Parish 
by  direct  labour;  six  Parishes  were  dealt  with  by  Contractors,  and  five 
Parishes  had  no  service  at  all.  In  stages  during  1948,  the  direct  labour 
service  was  extended  to  the  five  parishes  where  refuse  had  not  previously 
been  collected  and  the  Mancetter  Parish  was  taken  over  from  the 
Contractor.  The  Ansley  Parish  had  been  taken  over  in  1947.  At  the 
close  of  1949,  the  Contractor  for  the  Parishes  of  Grendon,  Baddesley 
Ensor  and  Hartshill  (6,000  population),  informed  me  that  he  would  not 
be  tendering  for  1950.  Though  advertised,  no  tenders  were  received 
aird  at  only  ten  days’  notice,  arrangements  had  to  be  made  to  take  over 
these  Parishes  by  direct  labour,  on  January  1st,  1950.  I purchased  a 
700  gallon  tank  which  was  then  adapted  to  receive  and  discharge  pail 
closet  contents  and  a 24  h.p.  Morris-Commercial  Van  was  stripped 
and  fitted  with  this  tank  by  a local  firm  of  motor  engineers,  who  willingly 
co-operated  over  the  Christmas  period.  This  tanker  then  served  to 
collect  weekly  the  contents  of  some  400  pail  closets  and  freed  a refuse 
wagon  which  previously  did  this  work  with  a portable  tank  inside  the 
vehicle  body.  The  collection  service  was  then  re-organised  to  take  in 
the  three  additional  parishes,  using  our  three  refuse  vehicles  on  dry 
refuse  collection  throughout  the  week  and  the  tanker  on  pail  emptying 
three  days  per  week.  Additional  labour  was  almost  unobtainable,  but, 
being  favoured  with  a gentle  January  to  March,  we  scraped  through  with 
comparatively  few  complaints. 

In  August,  1949,  the  Council  adopted  the  conditions  of  service  of 
the  West  Midlands  Joint  Industrial  Council  for  Manual  Workers,  together 
with  the  sickness  benefit  scheme  and  two  weeks’  annual  holiday 


HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  Council  have  tips  in  the  Parishes  of  Dordon,  Oldbury  and 
Polesworth  (Warton  Ward).  Refuse  is  taken  to  these  Tips  from  the 
neighbouring  areas.  The  Dordon  Tip  is  the  largest  and  refuse  is 
deposited  there  from  a population  of  some  17,000,  but  we  shall  complete 
the  area  before  the  end  of  1951.  The  Oldbury  Tip  which  is  in  low 
lying  wooded  land,  will  also  be  full  in  1951  and  the  Warton  Tip  will  be 
completed  around  March  next. 
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We  are,  therefore,  in  dire  need  of  new  tipping  areas.  Our  attempts 
to  purchase  and  continue  the  late  Contractor’s  tip  at  Hartshill  proved 
abortive,  for  the  Minister  of  Health  sustained  the  objections  of  Hartshill 
residents  which  were  made  at  a public  local  enquiry.  We  are  now 
trying  to  obtain  a disused  quarry  in  and  to  serve  the  southerly  end  of 
our  district,  and,  as  the  site  is  well  situated,  I think  we  shall  be  successful 
To  replace  the  Dordon  Tip  a five-year  lease  is  being  sought  on  a disused 
sand  pit  at  Hoo  Hill,  Poles woith. 

During  the  summer  months  and  when  otherwise  convenient  and 
accessible,  I have  been  having  pit  holes  and  depressions  on  farm  lands 
filled  in  with  local  house  refuse.  This  has  obvious  advantages  to 
the  farmers. 

The  following  shews  the  numbers  of  loads  of  refuse  taken  to  the 
Tips  ; — 

Other  Night-soil  to 
Dordon  Tip  Ansley  Tip  Warton  Tip  Sites  Sewage  Works 

1,667  684  132  91  213 

h'rom  .April  to  September  each  year  since  1946,  when  a twenty 
year-oUl  cricket  infestatioit  was  removed  by  liberal  treatment  with 
insecticides,  uncovereil  refuse  has  been  treated  with  Gammexane  dust 
at  the  close  of  each  day.  Notwithstanding  this,  a localised  cricket 
infestation  was  discovered  in  July,  but  prompt  action  resulted  in  not 
a single  live  cricket  being  found  three  days  later.  Contractors  carrying 
out  excavations,  local  builders  and  jirivate  firms  who  have  soil,  ashes 
or  other  innocuous  refu.se  to  dispose  of  are  encouraged  to  deliver  it  to  the 
l’i]i  where  it  can  be  used  for  covering  purposes.  In  consequence  the 
Dordon  Pip  has  been  kept  in  good  order  during  the  year  and,  despite 
the  proximity  of  dwellings,  no  complaints  have  been  received. 


S.ADV.AGK 

With  the  impending  collapse  of  the  Waste  Paper  market  in  June, 
1949  the  Council  was  advised  that  further  collections  would  mean  sub- 
stantial losses.  .Accordingly  collection  of  waste  paper  was  discontinued. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Council  had  under  consideration  the 
question  of  resuming  salvage  collections. 

FACTOR  IKS 

The  Factories  Register,  which  was  completely  revised  during  the 
year,  now  contains  84  entries,  exclusive  of  temporary  building  sites,  etc. 
1 able  A gives  an  analysis  of  the  different  types  of  factories  situated  in 
the  district,  and  the  approximate  number  of  persons  employed  therein. 
Owing  to  the  continually  changing  circumstances  this  latter  figure  can- 
not be  more  than  a fair  estimation. 

The  majority  of  the  69  Outworkers  are  employed  in  trimming  and 
finishing  hats,  hosiery  and  other  articles  of  clothing,  for  local  factories. 

In  all  119  inspections  were  made  of  the  factories  and  Table  A shows 
the  number  and  type  of  defects  found  and  remedied.  As  a result. 
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improvements  have  been  made  to  closet  accommodation  in  three 
factories,  as  follows  : — 

FACTORY  1.  Privy  midden  converted  to  Pail  Closet. 

FACTORY  2.  Separate  accommodation  provided  for  the  sexes. 

FACTORY  3.  Three  Pail  Closets  converted  to  W.C.s  and  new 
urinal  constructed. 

At  a fourth  factory  a new  block  of  W.C.s  is  partly  constructed  and 
will  replace  Pail  Closets. 


TABLE  A. 


Approx. 

No.  of  Persons  Employed 


Type  of  Factory 

INO.  01 

Factories 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Felt  Hat  Making 

6 

375 

477 

852 

Engineering  and  Light  Industries.  . 

14 

189 

73 

262 

Hosiery,  shoes  and  other  garments 

11 

82 

395 

477 

Bakehouses  . . 

18 

37 

37 

Builders’  Yards 

10 

52 

52 

Grain  Warehouses  . . 

4 

34 

9 

36 

Motor  Repairs 

9 

50 

50 

Miscellaneous 

12 

56 

42 

98 

Totals  . . 

84 

875 

989 

1864 

TABLE  B 

Details 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Prose- 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

cutions 

(i)  Factories  where  Secs.  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 enforced  by  L.A.  . . 
(ii)  Factories  where  Sec.  7 only 

6 

6 

2 

enforced  by  L.A. 

(m)  Other  Factories  where  Sec.  7 
enforced  by  L.A.  (Building 

78 

103 

17 

Nil 

Sites  etc.) 

10 

10 

_ 

Unsatisfactory  means  of  fire  escape 
Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . . 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(fl)  insufficient  . . 

{h)  unsuitable  or  defective 
(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 
(^f)  inadequately  indicated 
(e)  artificial  lighting  not  provided 


Defects 

Found 


4 

15 

1 


Defects 

Remedied 


2 

15 

1 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD 
PREMISES 

On  the  10th  day  of  July,  new  Byelaws  made  and  adopted  by  the 
Council  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  came  into 
operation  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Con- 
ditions and  Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food,  and  the  Sale  of  Food  in  the  open  air. 

A survey  of  retail  food  shops,  carried  out  during  the  latter  half  of 
the  year,  showed  that  generally  the  requirements  of  both  the  Byelaws 
and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  were  satisfied.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  improvements  that  should  be  carried  out  at  certain  premises, 
and  every  endeavour  is  being  made  to  secure  such  improvements  where 
necessary. 

Some  500  visits  were  made  to  a total  of  131  retail  food  shops.  Of 
these,  27  were  shops  employing  assistants,  the  remaining  104  being  of 
tlie  smaller  type,  run  without  outside  assistance.  Where  necessary, 
attention  was  drawn  to  matters  requiring  improvement,  and  the  list 
below  indicates  work  already  carried  out.  At  other  premises  improve- 
ments are  outstanding,  while  at  several  shops  larger  scale  work  is  in 
hand  including,  in  several  ciises,  a certain  amount  of  reconstruction. 

Bakehouses,  of  which  there  are  28,  aiul  premises  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  h'ood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  also  received  routine 
inspections  aiul  were  fovmd  to  be  generally  in  a satisfactory  state  of 
cleanliness  and  in  compliance  with  Section  13  of  the  above  Act.  Prem- 
ises now  registered  under  the  .'\ct  for  the  manufacture,  preparation  or 
sale  of  preserved  foods,  etc.,  are  as  follows  ; — 

Fried  Fish  and  C'hip  Shops  . . . . 28 

Preparation  of  Cooked  Meats,  etc.  . . 31 

Sale  and/or  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  51 

One  new  Butcher’s  Shop  has  been  opened  ; existing  premises 
having  been  converted  to  include  making-up  rooms  and  to  comply 
witli  requirements  of  the  Act  and  Byelaws. 

Cafes  (11),  works  canteens  (8),  and  School  Central  Kitchens  (5), 
have  been  inspected.  A number  of  improvements  have  been  made, 
including  improved  storage  and  jircparation  of  foodstuffs,  and  generally, 
the  position  is  satisfactory. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one  premise  where  cleanli- 
ness was  not  of  the  standard  demanded,  this  resulted  in  the  closing 
of  the  shop. 

IMPROVEMFN'I'S  MADE  AT  FOOD  PREMISES 


Improved  supply  of  hot  water  . . . . 4 

New  Sink,  and  water  laid  in  . . . . 1 

Towels,  etc.  provided  . . . . . . 3 

Improved  drainage  . . . . . . 1 

New  washing  accommodation  . . . . 1 

Improved  lighting  in  closets,  stores,  etc.  9 

Floors  relaid  . . . . . . . . 3 

Walls  repaired  . . . . . . . . 2 
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Walls,  etc.,  cleansed  . . . . . . 8 

New  offal  and  refuse  bins  provided  . . 11 

Improved  storage  of  food  . . . . 6 

Laundry  collection  stopped  . . . . 2 

UNFIT  FOOD 

The  articles  of  food  which  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  at  the  various  food  shops,  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
following  table.  The  food  was  destroyed  except  when  it  was  at  all 
possible  to  salvage  it. 


No. 

Description 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

1184 

Eggs  . . 

1 

1 

8 

421 

Tins  of  Meat,  Milk,  Fish,  Fruit,  Vegetables, 

etc.  (Blown,  holed,  etc.) 

4 



4 

* 8 

Tins  of  Meat,  Milk,  Fish,  I'ruit,  Vegetables, 

etc.  (unsaleable  condition) . . 

10 

5 

Meat  and  other  pastes 

1 

Dried  Fruits  . . 

1 

12 

Cooked  Meats  (including  pies) 

1 

Sausage  (all  types) 

1 

lOJ 

Bacon  and  Ham 

1 

3 

3J 

3 

Mixed  Pickles 

2J 

Butter  . . 

12 

3 

Jams,  etc. 

6 

Biscuits  (contaminated  and  unsaleable) 

12 

8 

1 

26 

Items  marked  * salvaged. 

ICE  CREAM 

Twelve  new  Registrations  were  made  during  the  year  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 
Ice  Cream,  bringing  the  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  so 
registered,  to  51 . A very  large  proportion  of  the  Ice  Cream  now  being 
sold  in  the  district  is  wrapped,  being  imported  in  bulk  from  factories 
situated  without  the  district.  The  number  of  sources  from  which  the 
commodity  is  obtained  has  increased  considerably  during  the  year. 
Only  10  vendors  now  manufacture  their  own  ice  cream. 

Informal  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  one  premise  where  ice  cream 
was  manufactured  and  the  state  of  cleanliness  was  not  of  the  standard 
demanded,  this  resulted  in  the  closing  of  the  premise. 

As  Ice  Cream  is  frequently  sampled  at  the  factories  where  it  is 
manufactured  it  is  considered  unnecessary  to  duplicate  the  work  by 
sampling  again  in  this  district.  Consequently,  in  order  to  compare  the 
two,  a similar  number  of  samples  were  taken  of  “imported”  and  “home- 
made” Ice  Cream,  during  the  Summer  months  ; a total  of  21  being 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Coventry  for  Bacterio- 
logical examination.  Each  sample  falls  into  one  of  four  grades,  grade  1 
being  the  best  and  grade  4 the  worst,  bacteriologically. 
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The  Table  below  gives  the  percentage  of  samples  falling  into  each 
grade,  divided  in  the  first  two  lines,  into  “home”  and  “imported,”  the 
totals  being  compared  in  the  last  three  lines  with  1948  and  1949  figures. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  samples  falling  into  the  lower  categories 
has  greatly  reduced  since  1948. 


GRADE 

1 ! 2 

3 

4 

Manufactured  in  the  district 
Manufactured  outside  the  district.  . 
Totals  for  19.^0 
1949  figures  . . 

1948  figures 

54.5% 

70.0% 

61.9% 

31.0% 

32.5% 

9% 

10% 

9 5% 
15.0% 
9.3% 

10% 

4.8%- 

26.0% 

20.8% 

36.5% 

10.0% 

23.8% 

28.0% 

37.4% 

1 N I'l-X’TK )lhS  I ) ISK .‘\SKS 

.All  liouses  wlicre  infectious  iliscases  were  notified  were  disinfected 
ami  the  liediiing,  clothing,  etc.,  passed  through  the  steam  disinfector 
where  necessary. 

The  homes  of  infectious  tuberculous  persons  are  similarly  treated 
when  a patient  ilies  or  is  removed  to  sanatorium  or  changes  address. 

1‘Vee  suiij^ly  ol  ilisinfectant  lor  prophylactic  measures  in  houses 
where  infectious  di.sease  exists  is  carried  on  from  six  premises  in  various 
parts  of  the  ilistrict. 

OFI'ENSIVK  'I  R.ADl-S 

There  are  two  preitiises  in  the  district  where  the  business  of  rag 
and  bone  ilealing  is  carried  on. 

C'.AN.AL  MOATS 

Occasional  visits  arc  paid  to  the  docks  and  wharves. 

SMOKE  AMATEMEN'T 

During  routine  work  within  the  district  casual  observations  are 
mailc  on  all  factory  chimneys,  and  any  apparent  contravention  of  the 
Myelaws  with  regard  to  the  emission  of  “black  smoke,”  made  under  the 
Tublic  Health  Act,  1936,  is  further  investigated  by  carrying  out  timed 
observations. 

If,  after  a timed  observation,  it  is  found  that  the  permitted  limit 
is  exceeded  then  a visit  is  made  to  the  factory  and  the  contravention 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  occupier  and,  whenever  possible,  to  the 
stoker.  It  is  found  that  an  improvement  usually  results  from  such  a 
visit,  but  further  observations  are  made. 

In  all,  14  observations,  of  half-hour  periods  each,  were  made  during 
the  year,  the  results  being  indicated  in  the  table  below.  Six  of  the 
observations  showed  an  excess  of  the  permitted  aggregate  of  2 minutes 
black  smoke  in  the  half  hour. 
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Obser- 

vation 

No 

Date  of 
Obser- 
vation 

Minutes  of 

Black 

Moder- 

ate 

None  or 
Slight 

First  Factory 

1/50 

6/  1 

41 

19 

1/50 

6/  1 

m 

4| 

12i 

2/50 

11/  1 

H- 

2} 

25i 

3/50 

8/  2 

— 

3 

27 

4/50 

22/6 

i 

H 

26i 

7/50 

24/10 

H 

1 

27  h 

8/50 

25/10 

4i 

If 

23J 

9/50 

20/12 

5^ 

5 

12/50 

29/12 

2 

4J 

231 

Second  Factory 

5/50 

21/  6 



J 

29J 

10/50 

20/12 

5 

7 

18 

13/50 

29/12 

4J 

21J 

Third  Factory 

6/50 

21/  6 



i 

29J 

11/50 

20/12 

J 

H 

28J 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 

There  is  one  full-time  Rodent  Operative  employed  and  the  Ministry 
of  Food  methods  are  carried  out  by  him. 

During  the  year  125  premises  were  treated  by  the  Rodent  Oper- 
ative, apart  from  those  he  followed  up  which  were  done  by  occupiers 
who  would  not  avail  themselves  of  the  service. 

Of  premises  owned  by  the  Council,  14  treatments  were  given  at 
Sewage  Works  ; 10  at  tips  and  7 at  other  Council  properties.  14  busi- 
ness premises  and  80  private  dwellings  were  dealt  with.  From  these 
premises  the  Rodent  Operative  collected  674  bodies  of  rats  and  57 
bodies  of  mice.  Poisoned  and  gassed  rats  often  die  in  inaccessible 
places  and  an  estimate  of  total  kill  runs  between  2,400  and  2,700. 

In  November,  1948  the  Council  decided  to  offer  free  treatment  for 
rat  infested  domestic  premises,  whilst  shops  and  business  premises 
should  continue  to  pay  the  cost  of  rat  destruction  in  accordance  with  the 
Acts  and  Orders.  The  free  treatment  of  dwellings  leads  to  easier  accept- 
ance of  the  service  by  occupiers  and  consequently  better  results. 

The  Sewers  throughout  the  district  were  given  two  treatments. 
The  first  was  completed  in  January  1950,  when  492  manholes  were 
found  in  the  foul  systems,  237  of  which  were  baited  on  consecutive  days. 
68  manholes  shewed  pre-bait  takes,  in  9 cases  there  were  complete 
takes  on  one  or  both  days.  255  manholes  were  not  suitable  for  baiting 
owing  to  flooding  or  lack  of  benching.  Poison  takes  were  not  noted. 

On  the  second  treatment  carried  out  in  July,  160  manholes 
were  baited  of  which  72  shewed  pre-bait  takes  and  4 shewed  com- 
plete takes. 

On  both  occasions  sausage  rusk  was  used  as  the  bait  base  and 
5%  zinc  phosphide  was  the  poison.  Poison  takes  not  being  noted,  no 
estimate  of  rats  killed  can  be  arrived  at.  Sewer  treatments  always 
result  in  a period  of  fewer  notifications  of  surface  infestations  being  received . 
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WORKS  DONE  AND  NUISANCES  ABATED  AT  PREMISES 
DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1950. 


HOUSING  EXTERNAL 

Walls- 

Taken  down  and  re-built  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Raked  and  re-pointed  or  rendered  . . . . . . . . 45 

Door  sills  repaired  or  new  fixed  . . . . . . . . 4 

Horizontal  damp-proof  courses  inserted  . . . . . . 1 

V^ertical  damp  proofing  of  walls  . . . . . . . . 3 

Open  areas  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  increased  . . . . . . 4 

Roofs — 

Stripped  and  re-slated  or  re-tiled  . . . . . . . . 2 

Repaired  and  made  weather-proof  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

Skylights  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Gutterings — 

Repaired  and/or  new  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . 44 

Downspouts  - 

Repaired  and/or  new  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . 41 

Chimney  Stacks  - 

Wholly  or  in  part  taken  down  aiul  re-built  . . . . . . 42 

Raked  and  re-pointed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Pots  provided  and  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Yards,  Courts  and  Passages — 

I’aken  up  and  re-laid  or  concreted  . , . . . . . . 30 

Water  Supply — 

Laid  on  into  houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 

Standpipes  dis-used  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Wells  dis-used  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  pumps  provided  to  wells  or  repaired  . . . . . . — 

Wells  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Wells  repaired  . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 1 

Hot  systems  provided  and  fixed,  or  existing  repaired  . . 1 

“Eurred-up”  service  replaced  . . . . . . . . 76 

Bursts  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Drainage — 

New  lengths  drain  and/or  drainage  systems  provided  . . 72 

Defective  drains  re-laid  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

New  inspection  chambers  constructed  . . . . . . 29 

Septic  tanks  repaired  . . . . . . . , . . . . — 

Defective  inspection  chamber  covers  replaced  . . . . 4 

New  cesspools  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 
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Ventilation  shafts  repaired  . . . . . . . . . 5 

Cesspools  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

New  gullies  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 

Obstructed  drains  released  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Septic  tanks  and  percolating  beds  built  or  improved  . . 2 

Closet  Accommodation — 

Conversions  to  W.C.s  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

New  W.C.  compartments  built  . . . . . . . . 33 

New  W.C.  pedestals  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  and/or  new  provided  . . . . 19 

Miscellaneous  repairs  to  closet  compartments  . . . . 18 

New  pail  closets  built  and  conversions  to  pails  . . . . 9 

New  Pails  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Washing  Accommodation — 

New  wash-houses  built  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dilapidated  coppers  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

New  furnace  pans  fixed  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Ashes  Accommodation — 

New  ash  bins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 281 

Ashpits  put  into  dis-use  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Outbuildings — 

Repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Fuel  Stores — 

New  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Repaired . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

INTERNAL 

Walls— 

Totally  or  in  part  re-plastered  . . . . . . . . 85 

Ceilings — 

Totally  or  in  part  re-plastered  . . . . . . . . 77 

Windows — 

Defective  frames  repaired  or  replaced  . . . . . . 43 

Windows  re-corded  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Doors — 

Repaired,  replaced  and/or  weather  boards  fixed  . . . . 34 

Floors — 

Boarded  floors  replaced  and/or  repaired  . . . . . . 16 

Defective  skirtings  replaced  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Solid  floors  re-laid  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Staircases — 

Woodwork  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Handrails  provided  and  fixed  or  repaired  . . . . . . — 
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Fire  Ranges  and  Grates — 

Repaired  and/or  new  fixed 

Sinks — 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed. . 

New  wastes  fitted  or  existing  repaired 
Sinks  re-set 

Sculleries — 

New  constructed 

Pantries — 

Improved 
New  provided 

Smoke  Abatement — 

Smoke  nuisances  remedied 


46 

8 


2 

3 


FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES  AND  SHOPS 

Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows  and  doors,  utensils,  fittings,  etc., 

cleansed,  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . 47 

New  making-u|>  rooms  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Washing  basins,  .soap,  towels,  hot  aiul  cold  water,  provided,  or 

arrangements  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

New  sanitary  accommodation  provitlcd  or  existing  improved  . . 7 


MISCELLANEOUS 

Premises  rat-proofed 

Rat  infested  premises  cleared  by  Rodent  (Operative 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Keeping  of  animals  nuisances  abated 
River  pollution  prevented  . . 

New  sanitary  accommodation  at  factories 
I'irc  escape  facilities  at  faelories 
Other  nuisances  abated 
Soft  water  tanks  replaced  . . 
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TABTR  "a  ' . RPVTSTnN  cm'  GUitV£,x  Tiinuuonuux  xxin-  u-aaai 

TO  31st.  DECEIIBER,  1950  ■ 

- 

Ho.  of 
Hous  - 
es . 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

MAINS  ■ 

¥ATER  SUPPLY 

SITUATION  OP  SINK 

at  er 
Sep. 

Closet 
Jnt . 

Earth  iMidden 
S.  jJ  S 1 J 

Paijl. 
Sep.  iJnt . 

Wai^te  V¥, 
. S..  . i.  J . 

Laid 

in 

S 

JE 

tand 
ipe . 

Wash- 

house 

No 

Mains . 

Kitch/ 

Scull; 

Wash- 
hous  e . 

No 

Sink 

Original  Survey 
Figures  of 
June,  1947. 

A 

5051 

75.3^ 

15.45^ 

2.5^ 

6.2% 

0.6% 

83.0% 

9.9% 

4.7% 

2.4% 

89.7% 

8.7% 

1.6% 

Improvements  on 
•A’  to  31.12.50 

B 

5046 

3962 

663 

8 I - 1 3d  6 

220 

111 

4600 

376 

70 

78.6^ 

■ l3.1?o 

0.9% 

7.2% 

0.2% 

86.3% 

7.2% 

4.3% 

2.2% 

91.2% 

7.5% 

1.3% 

As  ’B’  but  incl- 
uding new  houses 
occupied  31.12.5C 

G 

5604 

4250 

663 

8 1 - 1 3d  6 

342  ! 23 

7 i 2 

4918 

355 

220 

111 

5158 

376 

70 

80.6? 

> 11.9?o 

0.8% 

6.5% 

0.2% 

87.8% 

6.4% 

3.9% 

1.9% 

92.1% 

6.7% 

1.2% 

urvey,  fluo  of  which  have  been 

demolished,  ahd  gives  a true  indication  of  the  improvemeni^s  carried  out. 

I 

C includes  ALL  new  Council  Houses  and  new  Private  Houses  of  |Over  £16  Rateable  Value. 


Note  j — Line  B includes  only  houses  "which  were  included  in  the  original  S 
Line 


TABLE 


INGREABES  AMD  B;iPBOmv,-E]\TlS  IH  EACH  Pi'RIBH  TO  31st.  DLGEIviBER,  L950 


1 Parish. 
— 

N o c of 

C I.  0 5 F 

T A 0 0 0 ?;i  ¥ 0 D 

A O'  I 0 h 

"r  ~ 

^V.MER  SUPPTY.  ISTTTY^TriiJ  n:?  qtt- 

liou- 

jW.at.,b£ ,C 

jS.e.p.o 

1 QS..e"^.|Eartb, 

iinh.  13  ^ ! J » ' 3 = 

•den 

1 Pn 
i H-Cp . 

5.”., 

: J rit 

fh'  st; 

1 c 

f I--  -3 

l t-'  V 

I Li  id 

‘ < 

' i''^  G c 

iWash- 

hOUS  G c 

! !:o 

j Kalr.s 

Kltcb/ 
G GUll s 

Wash..- 
Ilicu  3 e 

•■••1 T,T 

; h 0 
S in'" 

I 

t 

fAther-stone^ 

a 

1550 

1031 

i 299 

1 

H •^"1 

! ^ ^ 

c 

i 

1 J.30 

1 

16'  9 

A 
w ^ 

1 

122.1 

13-: 

15 

L' 

1331 

1120  1 

A.' 

i 

L-_6 

I ^ 

I — 

.t,j£S 

i 

j 

123 

65 

- 

i 1250 

! IP  0 

|Ansley. 

-...a.. 

^ 430 

•T 

1 SO 

4 

43 

i 

1 40 

i ^ 

i 1" 

1 ” 

369 

1 

;-2 

17 

; 32 

I 393 

I 29 

-3 

b 

4-74 

370 

! 25 

tf— h 

4 

i Q 

'66 

i 6 

I 

! 

429 

TL 

8 

! £6 

452 

+-~ 

1 19 

iBaddevSley  Ensor 

a 

556 

237 

1 51 

^ 1 

; 

: 8 

i „ 

15 

•• 

1 

1 

315  ' 

10 

00  , 

1 /"> 

1 ^ 

fy  0 *" 
0X^0. 

* 31 

4 

D 

390 

333 

i 39 

_ . lj-» 

2 

i « 

15 

•• 

j 

555 

I 

6 

27  1 2 

557 

i 29 

i 4 

fBaxterley 

i— ■ 

a 

72 

45 

i . — 

' I 

2 

; „ 

25 

j 

j 

«-* 

57 

j 

7 

8 

I 

/L7 

' 25 

b 

74 

47 

• 9ir. 

--  ^ -- 

2 

i - 

25 

1 

i 

r.r 

59 

7 

8 

i 

49 

! 25 

1 'T'' 

iBenfcley, 

1 

a 

43 

4 

i 

— 

2 

2 

35 

1 

“ 

2 9 

1 — 

3 

( 

: 4 

: 7 

34 

i 7 

! 2 

b 

4t» 

6 

1 

i 

2 

2 

35 

i 

— 

31 

1 

1 

3 

i 4 

1 V 

36 

! 7 

i 2 

4 

^Caldeoote. 

— _ — 

a 

22 

2 

— 

1 — «■ 

6 

6 

8 

- 

; 

3 

t 

j 

10 

2 

f 7 

21 

1 *■«•« 

! 1 

b 

22 

2 

— , 

__ 

- 

20 

- 

— 

3 

10 

2 

7 

21 

! 

1 

rDordon. 

1 11 

a 

560 

444 

88j 

■ 

=, 

- 

24 

4 

~ 

485 

39 

31 

5 

513 

32 

15 

b 

651 

566 

■ S3| 

-T 

: 

- 

- 

22 

- 

- 

600 

17 

29 

5 

614 

- 

28 

9^” 

^"Grenclon 

a 

344 

295 

— 

5 

27 

- 

308 

7 

19 

10 

319 

P5 

D 

362. 

313 

- is 

■.  .4 

— « 

2 

- 

30 

— 

- 

327 

7 

18 

10 

338 

24 

} 

?iIartsMll. 

a 

671 

480 

144)' 

! ' 2 

10 

8 

16 

** 

9 

2 

495 

124 

26 

26 

590 

" ...  , 

25 

? 

b 

705 

537 

130-.V 

. -2 

5 

- 

29 

- 

2 

579 

77 

24 

25 

642 

41  ! 

22 

iManc  ett  er . 

t . . 

a 

259 

186 

16- 

— 

6 

2 

35 

14 

- i 

— 

203 

31  1 

4 ! 

21 

236_l 

2o5^ 

.3 

b 

445 

372  - 

i6j 

-- 

1| 

2 

40  1 

14 

- 1 

- 

389 

1 31  1 

4 1 

21 

422  ! 

20  [ 3 I 

dierevale. 

i 

..  a 

15 

6 

— . 

« 1 

9 ! 

i 

...  : 

13 

1 

2 1 

1 

0 

1 

b 

33 

24 

-« 

— 

“ 1 

9 ; 

— i 

- 1 

- 

31 

2 j 

— w 

31 

2 

Oldbury. 

a 

19 

10 

2\ 

— 

3( 

- 

4 : 

“ “ j 

- 1 

- 

17 

1 i 

1 

17 

2 

b 

19 

10 

2\ 

i 

-* 

3| 

- 

4( 

! 

- ( 

- 

17 

1" 

1 

1 

17  i 

2 

Folesworth. 

a 

900 

707  I 

l^'ll 

__ 

13  1 

39  j 

7 1 

- j 

- 

769 

87 

40  1 

4 

810  ! 

73  T 

17  1 

D 

1003 

820  j 

I2&i 

ii  — 

10  i 

- 

41  i 

3 i 

- ; 

- 

898 

61 

40  1 

4 

929  [ 

■S7  1 

o.  i p 

T *7  ff 

TOTALS 



a 

5051 

3804  I 

78M 

8 1 — 

94J22 

....285.,,!. 

27 

27  1 

4 

...4193 

4.99... .. 
355  1 

-p 

ip.n 

4530  ! 

/ *^0  1 

~ 8 

b 

5604 

4520  : 

6 6 SI 

|:8  j 

33  i 

6 

342  ^ 

23 

7 i 

2 

4916 

220  ' .103  j 

5.158 

576  i 

-s 

70  ? 

